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Advanced Authentic Research



Mentorship

Advanced Authentic Research <aar.pausd.org>
The Advanced Authentic Research (AAR) program is an opportunity for students in 
grades 10-12 to engage in original research in an area of their choosing. Students are 
paired with mentors (community volunteers) who are experts in the field of the 
student's choosing. A process oriented curriculum supports students as they conduct a 
year-long research project.



Mentorship
How is the community involved?

How we work together: Mentors provide individual mentorship for over 100 student 
research projects per year as students work with mentors to gain content expertise in a 
given field, establish relationships, and build their soft skills.

Who’s involved: Volunteer mentors are recruited from local businesses and the 
academic community. Approximately 400 volunteer mentors have been engaged since 
the inception of the program in 2015.



Family and Community Engagement
● Several parents of AAR students have come back to 

volunteer as mentors.
● Each student is sent a personal welcome letter during 

the summer.
● The entire community is brought together through the 

Celebratory Showcase at the end of the school year. 
● Outreach materials are used to drive family engagement 

and recruit of students who will benefit from innovative 
programs.



Family and Community Engagement:
    Celebratory Showcase

The Celebratory Showcase brought together around 300 students from 
many different programs at both Gunn and Paly, as well as over 200 
community members, including families, mentors, community members, 
and visiting guests (e.g., Edmonton Public Schools in Toronto) to 
showcase students’ work and amplify student voices.



Higher Education Partnerships



Local College and University 
Partnerships

Stanford University Participation in Institutional Review Board (IRB)
● reviews student project proposals using nationally recognized NIH guidelines
● consists of faculty, administration, community members, and Stanford 

representation

Dual Enrollment (examples)
● Early Childhood Development: dual enrollment through Foothill College
● Nanotechnology: dual enrollment through Foothill College



Industry Partnerships



Building CTE Pathways through 
Industry Partnerships
EXAMPLE 1: Expanding Culinary Arts and 
Food Science/Nutrition Pathway Programs

● Who’s involved: Stanford Sustainable Food 
Program, WestFresh Catering, Kellan’s Kitchen

● How we work together: all partners serve on the 
culinary arts CTE advisory board; Stanford is 
advising on farm-to-table curriculum development 
and starting community gardens on campus, and 
WestFresh and Kellan’s Kitchen are providing 
industry partnerships

● Benefits: provides real-world experience aligned 
with current and evolving industry standards



Building CTE Pathways through 
Industry Partnerships
EXAMPLE 2: Paly Theatre Arts

● Who’s involved: International Thespian Society, 
TheatreWorks

● How we work together: The Paly Theatre Arts 
teacher serves as California state board member 
from the International Thespian Society. Students 
participate in the Young Playwrights Project 
through TheatreWorks.

● Benefits: provides opportunity for students to 
collaborate with industry professionals and explore 
various career options in theatre industry



Private Company Partnerships



Private Company Partnerships

● Who’s involved: local businesses and nonprofits
● How we work together: local employers provide paid and 

unpaid internships and employment opportunities for students in 
the WEE program

○ EXAMPLE: 30-year partnership with Lockheed Martin for 
paid internship opportunities

○ EXAMPLE: biannual job fair involving multiple business on 
both Gunn and Paly campuses

Work Experience Education (WEE)



Private Company Partnerships

Goal: to teach a select group of low-income high 
school students how to code and about potential 
career paths in technology. 

After School Coding Classes



Regional Non-Profit Partnerships



East Palo Alto Tennis & Tutoring

Project Rally is a pilot after-school program designed to narrow 
the achievement gap by providing academic and social-emotional 
support for Kinder – 1st grade students and empowering their 
parents to effectively advocate for and support their children’s 
success at home and at school.



Foundation for a College Education

Students join FCE as early as middle school and stay with the 
program through their college graduation. FCE offers a 
comprehensive program to students of color, most of whom will be 
the first in their families to attend and graduate from a four-year 
college or university. They work with small cohorts of approximately 
20 students per grade, which allows them to personalize services to 
the meet the needs of the individual.



Reaching and Inspiring Success through 
Education: Nixon Elementary
The after school RISE Program includes homework support, 
tutoring, enrichment activities, mindfulness, and fostering social and 
emotional development. RISE works closely with families and 
teachers to give each student focused support tailored to his or her 
individual needs.  The program encompasses all subjects taught in 
school as well as other important facets of life such as health and 
extracurricular activities.  



City Non-Profit Partnerships



Dream Catchers

Stanford and local high school students, who are eager to mentor 
and guide students through their schoolwork. Each student is 
paired with a tutor for the school year, allowing them to develop a 
close mentoring relationship. Tutors set high expectations, serve as 
role models, and expose students to opportunities beyond middle 
school.



Palo Alto Housing Corporation

PAHC manages over 24 low income housing complexes 
throughout Palo Alto. PAUSD provides parent engagement 
workshops that focus on technology, advocacy, and accessing 
district resources.  



Parent Advocacy Partnerships



Parents Advocacy for Student Success

Parent group that supports students and families who are 
historically underrepresented in Palo Alto Unified School 
District. PASS is very visible during board meetings and 
supports district initiatives that address the achievement 
gap, equity throughout the PAUSD system and how to 
connect families with district resources.  



Community Advisory Committee for 
Special Education

A group of volunteers in Palo Alto, mostly parents of students with 
special education needs. The focus is:

1. Community building through events and outreach
2. Education for parents and students through workshops and 

forums
3. Advisory to district leadership on policies and programs that 

impact students



What Partnerships Mean for 
Students and the Community



Student Learning Experience through 
Community Partnership

Student Experience

“My work this year has been especially significant to me because it has, for the first 
time, provided me with real insight into the business world. Through this project I 
learned how to work with others.”

“The work that I have done this year has really meant a lot to me because it has the 
potential to change someone’s life. Not only was that motivation for my project, but 
also something I will hold onto for the rest of my life.”



Community Mentor Experience through 
Community Partnership

Volunteer Mentor Experience

“I am so pleased to be involved with a young person studying and bringing greater 
awareness to a big social problem facing our country that I firmly believe can be 
solved in the lifetimes of the next generation of Americans! I'm also very impressed 
at the level of rigor of this project. I’ve very much enjoyed working with my student 
so far and feel good about her progress and ability to accomplish the goals of the 
project.”



Student Learning Experience through 
Community Partnership



Community Mentor Experience through 
Community Partnership



Thank you!
Any questions?


